[Data protection for the national German Central Registry of Pediatric Hearing Disorders].
The German Registry for Hearing Loss in Children (DZH) processes nationwide data from audiological centers. Coping with the accrued data and its subsequent management and analysis requires a high degree of security and control. To establish a nationwide registry it is necessary at an early stage to take into consideration the legal requirements of the participating states. Use of the DZH as an example demonstrates how a pragmatic solution can be reached. Special issues concerning data collection, transfer, storage and deletion, coding strategies to ensure anonymity, checking for duplicate entries, data separation, and automated data analysis and data protection are explained.